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CROWN OFFICE AND PROCURATOR FISCAL SERVICE SUBMISSION 
 
Consultation 
 
1. Did you take part in any consultation exercise preceding the Bill and, if 
so, did you comment on the financial assumptions made? 
 
COPFS has been involved with Scottish Government Bill Officials during the 
preparation of the Bill, including in relation to the published financial memorandum  
 
2. If applicable, do you believe your comments on the financial assumptions 
have been accurately reflected in the FM?  
 
COPFS is content that cognisance was taken of submitted views in the preparation of 
the Financial Memorandum. 
 
3. Did you have sufficient time to contribute to the consultation exercise? 
 
COPFS has no concerns over any time constraints in relation to discussions. 
 
Costs 
 
4. If the Bill has any financial implications for your organisation, do you 
believe that they have been accurately reflected in the FM?  If not, please provide 
details. 
 
COPFS anticipates an up-turn in costs due to a potential increase in reports to the 
police by victims of sexual crimes as a result of the Bill and an increase in the number 
of reports of sexual crimes received by COPFS. The Financial Memorandum 
accompanying the Bill sets out a basis for calculating the anticipated costs to COPFS 
but accepts that the calculations are “highly caveated” and proceed upon a number of 
assumptions and estimations. COPFS is content that these projected costs reflect the 
likely financial impact on COPFS, subject to the identified caveats.  
 
5. Do you consider that the estimated costs and savings set out in the FM 
are reasonable and accurate? 
 
COPFS is content that the projected costs reflect the likely financial impact on COPFS, 
subject to the identified caveats.  
 
6. If applicable, are you content that your organisation can meet any 
financial costs that it might incur as a result of the Bill?  If not, how do you think 
these costs should be met? 
 
COPFS is not presently funded to meet the additional costs that are likely to be 
incurred and will require additional funding if the Bill is enacted.  
 
7. Does the FM accurately reflect the margins of uncertainty associated with 
the Bill’s estimated costs and with the timescales over which they would be 
expected to arise? 
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The calculated costs are highly caveated and based on a number of assumptions. 
Should expansion of self-referral services result in greater than anticipated increase 
in the reporting and prosecution of sexual crime then the costs would be higher than 
projected. However, COPFS expects that the costs that will be incurred will be within 
the range of costs proposed within the Financial Memorandum. 
 
Wider Issues 
 
8. Do you believe that the FM reasonably captures any costs associated with 
the Bill? If not, which other costs might be incurred and by whom? 
 
COPFS is content that, given the identified uncertainties, the relevant costs have been 
appropriately identified. 
 
9. Do you believe that there may be future costs associated with the Bill, for 
example through subordinate legislation?  If so, is it possible to quantify these 
costs?  
 
As advised, should the expansion of self-referral services result in a significant 
increase in the reporting and prosecution of sexual crime beyond the anticipated 
levels, COPFS may incur greater costs that projected in the Financial Memorandum. 
 

  


